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THE LORD’S DAY IN WORSHIP AT 1130

LESSONS AND CAROLS

«s The Call to Worship Luke 1:68-79
o5 Opening Carol Song of Zechariah #2094
< The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The First Lesson Genesis 3:1-15
The Fall of Man and the First Gospel.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of
any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” But
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and
he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.
And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. And they
heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LOrRD God among
the trees of the garden. But the LorRD God called to the man and said to him,
“Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”
The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the
tree, and I ate.”

The Second Lesson Isaiah 7:10-14; 9:2, 6-7
The Prophet Isaiah foretells Christ’s birth and kingdom.

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord
to the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to
weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you
a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel... The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone...
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

«s The Carol O Come, O Come, Immanuel #2093

The Third Lesson Micah 5:2-5
The Prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose
coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up
until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his
brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his
flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And
he shall be their peace. When the Assyrian comes into our land and treads in our
palaces, then we will raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men;

s The Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem #323

The Fourth Lesson Luke 1:26-38
The Angel Gabriel greets the Virgin Mary.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying,
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel,
“How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth
month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.”
And Mary said, Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her.
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The Fifth Lesson Luke 1:46-56
The Virgin Mary responds in worship and humility.

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now
on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things
for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their
thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good
things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his
offspring forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and returned
to her home.

The Carol Hark! The Herald Angels Sing #311

The Sixth Lesson Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-7
Saint Matthew and St. Luke tell of the birth of Jesus.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means,
God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a
son. And he called his name Jesus... In those days a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his
own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn

s The Carol What Child Is This? #317
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The Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-16
The Shepherds go to the Manger.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the
angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger.

s The Carol God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen #314

The Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11
The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod summoned
the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the
star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered
him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

«s The Carol O Come All Ye Faithful #319
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The Ninth Lesson John 1:1-14
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the incarnation

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which
gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

s The Carol Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #300
The Offering

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give
as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:6-7

s The Scripture Reading Matthew 1:18-25
The Preaching of God’s Word Pastor Dylan Halter
“God with Us”
< The Concluding Carol Angels We Have Heard on High #318
< The Benediction

The LORD bless you and keep you, the LORD make his face to shine
upon you and be gracious to you, the LORD lift up his countenance
upon you and give you peace.
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Dorsonal Netes on WMatthew 1+ 15-25

171



A Reformed and Presbyterian Church committed to the preaching of God’s
Word, prayer, and the administration of the sacraments, for salvation is
found in Christ alone, by grace alone, through faith alone, all for
the glory of God alone!

10:00 am Sunday School
11:30 am Morning Service
1:15 pm-3:45 pm Discipleship Groups

4:00 pm Evening Service
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